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Works of this Nature, where we are 
do pleaſe an unſatiable Audience, yet'tis- 4 
il - reaſonable to prepoſſeſs them in Favour - 
LE of an Author, and therefore both the 
Prologue and Epilogue inform'd you, That ©E47Þus W ỹww "i 
the moſt celebrated Piece of all Antiquity : That Sopho- il 
cles, not only the greateſt Wit, but one of the;greateit- = 
Men in Athens, made it for the Stage at che Fubliek 
Coſt, and that it had the Reputation of being his Ma- 
ſter· piece, not only amongſt the Seven of his which Are 
ſtill remainiag, but of the greater Number which are 
periſu d. Ariſfotle has more than once admir d it in his 
Book of P , Horace has mention d it: Lusullut, Julius 
Caſar, and other Noble Romans, have written on tha 
ſame Subject, though their Poems are wholly laſt; bur ⁶ 
Senecas is ſtill preſeryv d. In our own: Age, Corneide "| 
has attempted it, and, it appears by his Preface, with 2 


— Succaſs: Zut a judicious Render will Gly.abe. 4 | 
erve, how much the Copy is inferior td the: Orin ll 


He tells yow- himſelf, that he owes a great part of his ⁵ 

Succeſs to the happy Epiſode of Theſeusr and Dirce; which 
is the ſame Thing, as if we ſhould acknowledge, thar 
we were indebted for our good Fortune, to the Under- 
plot of Aadraftus, -Exrydice; and Cream. The Truth is, s 
miſerably fail'd in the Character of his Hero: If he:des. © 
fr'&that OBi/pxe ſhould be pitied, he ſhould have made 
him a better Man. Ile forgot that Sephories bad takem 
care to ſhew him in his firſt Entrance, a Juſt, a Mereiful; ⁵ 
a Succeſsful, a Religious Prince, and in ſhort,” a Father MM 

f his Country: Inſtead of theſe, he hag drawn him 
ſuſpicious, deſigning, more anxious of keeping the 
Theban Crown, than ſolicitous for the Safety of his Pea» 
ple: Hector il by Theſtut, contemm d by Dirce, andſcarge 
maintaining a '{onad Part in his own Tragedy. This 
was an Error in the fiſt Concoction; and therefore ne- 
ver to be mended in the ſecond, or the third: He in- 
trotduc d 4 greater Herbe than O Edius himſelf; fur 
when Theſtxy was once there, that Companion of Heren-— 
les muſt yield to none: T he Poet was oblig'd to furniſn 
him with Buſineſa, to n ya an Equipage ſuitabls 
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I 40 lis Dignity, and by following him too cloſe, to Toſe 
** . his other King of Brentford in the Crowd, Seneca on the 
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ther fide; as if there were no ſuch Thing as Nature to 
be minded in a. Play, is always running aſter pompous 
* Expreſſions, pointed Sentences, Philoſophical Notions, 
more proper for the Study than the Stage: The French. 

mim follow'd a wrong Scent ; and the Romany was abſo- 

lately at cold Hunting. All we could gather out of 

Dorneille, was; that an Epiſode muſt be, but not his way. 
And senecs ſupply'd us with no new Hint, but only a 
” Relation which he makes of his Tiriſar raiſing the Ghoſt 
bol Lajis; which is here perform'd in view of the Au- 
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 from- outs... You ſec there in every AQ * 
Norte moch hich manage the Buſineſs of the Play, 
and after that ſucceeds the Chorus, which commonly 
takes up more time in Singing, than there has been em- 
ploy d in Speaking. The Principal Perſon appears al- 
T « moſt conſtantly through the Play; but the Inferior 
* 5 ſeldom above once in the whole Tragedy. The 
Conduct of ous Stage is much more difficult, where we 
are oblig d never to loſe any conſiderable Character 
Which we have once preſented. Cuſtom likewiſe has 
obtain'd, that we muſt form an Under-plot of ſecond 
= Perſons, which muſt be depending on the firſt, and their 
By-walks muſt be like thoſe in a Labyrinth; which all 
olf em lead into the great Parterre: Or like ſo many ſe- 
pveral lodging Chambers, which have their Out. lets into 
ii ſame Gallery. Perhaps after all, if we could Think 
the antient Method, as tis the eaſieſt, is alſo the moſt 
E Natural; and the Beſt. For Variety, as tis manag'd, is 
tos often ſubjec to breed Dictraction: And while we 
would 2 too many ways, for want of Art in the 
Conduct, we pleaſe in none. But we have given. you 
more already than was neceſſary for à Prefgc+, and for 
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PROLOGUE. 


HEN Athens al the Grecian State did FRE = 
2 Greece gave Laws to all the 5 © 
m Sopho:les-with Socrates did Ip N 3 
3 in Wiſdom one, and one in Wit 1 
Aud Wit from Wiſdom differ'd not in thoſe, _ 
But as 'twas ſung in Verſe, or ſaid in Proje. 


Then, OBdipus, en crowded Theatres, e LOI g 
Drew all admiring Eyes and liſt ning Ferre OD OG 
. The plear'd Spectator ſhouted every Lin, 
— The mbleft, maniieft, and the beſt — 8 D 
I. An eu ry Critich of each learned Age, _ A 1 
n By this juſt Model har rqorm u the Stage. {3 Met 4 
g. ths, ſhould it fail, (as Heaw'n avert our Mae: CT © 
„ Damn it in Silence, leaſt the World ſhould: hear. ; 
„ Fir were it known this Poem did not . AT NE. 
y Du might ſet up for perfe Savages. + 
- WW Tour Neighbours wonl not lebt on you- as Mt 
[= But think the Nation all turn d Pigs agen. 
Jy Faith, at fee Matters, "tir n it 
16e N. ſhould ſuſpeB'your Selves of too muc h — P 
6 Drive not the Feſt tis far, but ſpare thir Piece; 
er And, for this once, be uo more Wiſe than Greece, | 
as i See twice! Do not pell-mell to Damning ſal, 
id Like true- born Britains, who ne er think at 4. 
ir "Pray be advisd ; ani though at Mons you wen, 
11 On pointed Cannon do not always fun, 
e- WE With ſome reſpe# to antient Wit proceed; Roe 
to Da take the four firſt Councils. or your end. 
nk But, when you lay Tradition wholly by, 3 
oſt And an the private Spirit alone rely, — bY 4 
is i ou turn, Fanaticks in your Poetry. 80 


ve If, netwithſlanding al that we can fon © | 
he ea needs will bave your pen'worths of the $i 
ou | rid come reſatv'd ts Dann, becauſe you yay, 
or | Record ie, in Memorial 2 the Fact, 
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The Cuties be iſes to 4 1 Nine, +epraſtil 988 

* the preſent Condition of TH E B ES; den 
Bodies appear ar 4 Diſtance in the Streets; Jong” © - 
mul go over the Stage, others drop... . f 


Euer Alcander, Diocles and Pyraemans 
e deter, 1 | 


| A Echinks we ſtand on ruins; Nature ſhakes: 
About us”: 0m and the imivertal Frame 
t 


5 So looſe, that it but wants another Puſn 
. To leap from off its Hindges. TGiobe - 
Dioc. No Sun to chear us, but a bloody | 


That rowls dhove 5. à bald and beimleſs Fire; | 
: His Face o'er-grown with Scurf :. 2 The Stn! slick-t003 * 
K Shortly he'll be-an Earth. e : 
: . Therefore the Sena dn? 248 7 463-4 F 
; Lie ali confus'd ; and, by the Heav'n's neat” "I 
1. Forget themſelves: Blind Winter meets the Summer: | | 
& Iwhis Mid way, and, ſeeing not his Liver, 
I Has driun him heaclong Back : And the- = 25 
S. With flaggy Wings y heavily about. 
I Scattering their Peſtilential ane Rheums. 4 
e 55 1 75 N e „„ 
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Ando the towing ends: At laſt th dey 
: Grew more e, N Hul Dog 
WM Þy'dat * Maſter's „„ 2c 0" 

hol pres hic Kirch eiter, 
3 on ee Creatures try d their Fo 
* laft N 24 feizd on Man. 4 Y 1 + { : 

7 dthen a Thouſand Death at once ndvanc'd, 
7 ev 85 Dart took place; all was fo ſudden, 
That ſcaxce 2 firſt Man fell; one but began * 
To. wonder, and ſtraigbt fell a r e, 
* Athird, "who loop raiſe his dying 
$ Propt in the pious. Act. Heard 
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95 


1 5 |» [Groan — OP 19 
. Troops ehe co ar 1 He \ 
- Fr ſingle Ow t Families and {Net 
How are 998 0 we breathe not now y our | Ia 6 
And that next Minute . | 
Our Bodies caſt into ſome common pit, 4 Mar 
Shan not be built upon, and overlaid by half A People? ? The 
Ac. There's a Chain of Cauſes 3 ies 
C Linked to Effects; invincible Nesdckity 9 ay 
4 + That Age er is, could not but fo have been; 
® That's -my ity. [To them, enter Creon: The 
Exe. So had it need, when all our Streets ere A'S! 
with Dead and Dying Men; 18 
And Earth expoſes Bodies on the Pavements. | | 
fin br ſhe hilles in Graves 

twixt the Bride and Bridegroo n have 1 bn. 
The Nuptial Torch do common 3 | 
00 Marriage and of — . 5 755 7 
5 he return. rom N 1 
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At the e V Gates, with their deteſted 
3 Dise. Of his Children: 2 
Ion, Nay; tho ſhe be y Siſter; 
8 Ale. 0 That our Thebes might * 
d, A Monareh Thehun bn ee een 3 
c Dioc. We might have had one. 26d 55 00 %%% - 2-008 
HBr. Ves, had the People pleas d. 28 
d, 1 Come youre ne Dienste 5 0. 
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The Queen may Siſter; after Z9jus 8 n 
1 to lie . 5 a 4 pply'd his P ace = R 1 | 
I ng: * 2 by 


9 ii 25:44} 3064 „ 
1. B. W ee e e Ki rate 
e: He will be very . ay 96h 2677 orgy 


re Ce. S0 he Wil: Mee e e 3 1 bats: 
Mors Young: and os 2 by 1 prin | 9 5 
Theſe Women axe ſuch cunning Puryeyors? s 
[Mark where their Appetites haue once been pied. 
e? The ſame Reſemhlance in à younger oer I 


ies brooding in their Fancies the ſame Pleaſutes, 
And urges their Remembrance to Deſire- anger DOA 

e. Had Merit, not ber Dotagge, been conſider'd;'-  'Þ 
* Crean had, been is ? 'bur © Ae 
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Dioc. We are your: "WE Ig Be tf 1 6 IA 
The Fro. Yrone, 2s in all general lla 193 5 
To ſudden Change; the King in Wars apa IM 
Th Queen 6 Woman weak and ARMIN jo 

Eurys ze the Dinchſer of Dead. at, 
14 N eee and beauteous, and unm 
NMethinks from theſe disjointed Propofiti 
Something might be product. - W * . 
Cre. The Gods have done 
Their Part, by ſending this eommodious, PI 
atoh, the Princeſs} ber ard Heart is ſhut -- 
by Adawantine Locks again! may Love, . rey 
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Tuco? 
* True; in her — Li 8 


Cre. Oh Nw him not TtheBan of allmy Hopes; 
This hot-brain'd, kead-longWarrior;has the Charms 
Of Youth, and 4 of 4 lucky Raſhneſs, 

o pleaſe a Woman yet more Fool than he. 
"(That thanghtleſs Sex is caught by outyoard Form; 
And em — and loves it (ef in Man- 2x58 

Alc. But ſince the War broke out al abo From 
He's now a Foe to Theben. "Etiers, 

| Cre. But is not ſo o to hers de, fhe appears; 3 
Once more III prove my Fortune: Tou inflnuat 
Fund Thonehts of me into the W 
Lay load upon the Court; g 
If rr YOu ſhalt ee” env The ir | l 
Bi Wellaboutit. . Dio 5 1 Pyr. 


1 dog — 8 
I ber late the Streets were ſo thick ky Aal blen; 
Like Cad mus Brood they juſtled for the: — 
No look for thoſe pit Six Heads; and: hog em 
Like Pebbles paving all our publick Ways 
Vhen 2 have of our on. _ 22 unkwe wh ae, 
S 
We bone, renew Wethe — 115 La 
Eur. What, in the midſt. of ork 10 — 8 
Cre. Why not then ties pn pf nfo 
here's the more need of Jo om A 
* jous Oreo 15! 7 


EY 5 


I "OR=>rrevus 
2 D 


5 95 nce, Which you ſay purlicsourCei „ 
41 Should reach, hg %o 
Eur, Still 74 old. Arguments | „ I 
bad you, caſt your Eyes on ot W 
ow: het Aron * ur ſelf: 1 what youre 
25 re. "Why 3 you : 1 bs Mn: fat 115 "= % N 5 53 1 F 
Eur. Tis well youtell-me fo, I Ou d if akeyog.. _- 
or any other Part o th Whole Creation, 
ther * think you Man. Ae from my 

Thou Poiſon to my Eyes: 
Cre, "Twas vou firſt poiſan'd. mine- «le oh mer" 
Ny Face and Perſon ſhould not make you 8 
te Eur. You force me, by your ip armed ae tee 7 
m 


us, 


0 ſhew you hat you are,/- 7 e 
Gre, A Prince, Who loves vou 11 | 7 7 1 5 
nd fince your Pride provokes me, Wor rt tl your Love; 
Vn at its bicheft — . 5 Ph 
Vhy Love W er tho A adele q 
ature her ſelf ſtart back when thow-wert born 1 15 PR: 4 
d cry'd, the Works not mine: 4 
e Midwife Rood.aghaſt ; and when ſhe. . 5 J 
by W back, and thy diſtorted —_ "eb £ 1 
* Face ee * 
alf minted nicht the. Royal Stazup of Man 3: 
half o ercome with \ Rood. een 
ſhoſe Right in thee were more 
nd Stu - if, to burn thee in.th he Flames 
ere not the holier Work. er ER 
Cre. Am I to blame, if Nature throw I 
1 ſo perverſe a Montd ? Yet. ole Join 
kr envious Hand upon —— oints, 
nable to reſiſt, ar Arp cas 0 
ſn e in their dark agnes t to rev 
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{| Which, mingledwiththereſt, would temptthe Gods || x, 
| To cut ff human Ma Th: For 


b | Made when I was: at r Nurle e TING 15 1 
= This Blot of Nature this deform? d 
Ia Maſter of a Sword, to reach the Blood 


5 D "Eur. This when thou doſt, V's be . 
Then may ſt thou ſtill be e with lo ring bn . | 


| b We But let the greateſt; 17 75 e 8 15 5 


What „ _ told me, an If 


| % 


F bs. My Bod ns inward to my Soul, 


. 2 Of Thebes has made 1 ee and A the von Ws 
Tou made to me. es! 


83 But Love with Malice;'as an-avgry Cor 
.. = Feeds; 0 th 


Tube ut e gat of Io ana Porz dy mh 
Nude in the making Art, and Ape of Fove. 
The crooked Mind within hunchd « out thy "ny My 
And wander'd in thy Limbs, To thy own. Kind * 
| Make Love, if thou cati/ſt find'it in-the World; | The 
+ "Ninh ſeek not from our Sex to raiſe an Off- ſpi king, Con 
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Cre, No ; let em leave 44 7 yt 07 7 a0 1 1 5 
The Agian Prince for you: That Deny | 


Ge. But hear me, Maid 15 77 N 8 wc, g 0 4 ; 2525 * WEEN by 1100 N 
'd, loath'd Oe 


Of your young: Minion, ſpoil the ag fine Work, 
d ſtab you in his Heart. 


And, as thou Art, be ſtill unpitied;'Toath'd';, 
Aud let his Ghoſt------ No, let his Ghoſt hae feſt; 


gt Orea haunt himſel. Exit Eur. 
"Fe. Tis true, Iam 4540p 
e e to Sight. —_ ET 


"up . 1 W WY * 


Ang lets i in ay to make my Vices "EY e 
By all diſcerning Eyes; ' but the blind: Vu! "Ho 
I muſt make haſte ere 'OEdipus return, 
Io ſnatch the Crown and her : 5 for 1 Ein: 6 ove 8 


L ſeize and — 
on this "ack, 


© Sages of my e for 
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nous Ste; upon non ane 8 f 
Methinks e e en, vital Al mers re We 
| Man. Under Covert of a Walz 
'S I The moſt frequented once and noily. Part... . 
; f Thebes,” now 3 Silence reigns evn eres 
raſs untrodden ſprings beneath our Feet. 1 
5 rr. If there be nich this, Ae: aſunny; Ban] 
3 Ther let me reſt x while... funny, Bank}, |. 
7, Alas ! how ean it be, where. no Jun ſhines )./ 
| Bat a dim winking er in the. Sies, 5 he 
k, WW That nods, and ſcarce holds up his 1 Head 
I To glimmer through. · ie Damps.... ob4 Vos 
7 ab Cong ACreon, ACteon, 
Thrice eccho'd. © 
ſt; Man. Fly, ks 2 drives this 
Tir. . Whither can e 
If I could fly, what con'd 
1 17 


: Yeon; 1 thahk'ye,. . muſt re a 6 is 3 
rue 0008 you wat me z 98 xe too great ; 5 4 
4 And I amn too unworthy; - think en, >! at 6} N F "mi 
Ee 1 el. 4 : 1 85 twice? 1 Ger tl hought ce. ; 
- 19 55 that's double 19571. Rr 
— | 2 G4. My firſt Word 3 is 0 ee 

thergſore Il 8 cond ae rd: - 
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3 e Yet {4 me, n A 1 
2 ; Fellow- Citizens! there was ore my Kind- 5 
Ac. When did O Eaipus falnte you by that familiar he 
1 Cit. Never, never; he was too proud. [Name? i 
e. Indeed he could not, for he was a Stranger:  _ 
Bur under him our Thebes is half RS... NE 
- Under 4 Theban borr 5 7 5 
Tis true, the Gods net End this Shae: qmong&yon, 4 
Becauſe à Stranger rurd: But WS POLE: 
Dein IredreF it now? NY 
3 Ct. Les, you or 8 8 
b 8 58 certain that the Gods are angry with us; 
| "Boch he Reigns. 
Cre. OEdipus may return : Your may be rain; 
2G N Nay, if that be the matter, we axe BI already. 
2 Cit, Half of us that are here pre ab were living 
4 1 but Yeſtetday, and we that are abſent do but 
drop and drop, and no Man knows whether he be dead 
Mios, And therefore while we are ſound and well, 
Te tus ſatisfy our Conſciences, and make a new King. 
+3 Cit. Ba, if we were but warthy to ſee another Co- 
4 $2 and then if we muſt die, Emery 
. To the. Queſtion, to the Queſtion: - Rnd 
Dioc. Are you content, Creox ſhonld be your King 
A Creon, A Creon, A Creon 
- Tir. Hear me, ye Thebans, and thouCtran, hear we. 
t. Who's that would be heard? We'll hear 
, g 4 £ ; * Man : We can ſcarce hear one another. 
1 charge you by the Gods to hear me. 
EF 2 Gt. Oh, tis Apollo's Prieſt, we muſt hear bien: : 
be 5 "Tis the old blind: Prophet that es all Things. 
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